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December 15, 2021

Sub. House Bill 126: Danger of Potential New Law to
Prevent School Districts Ability to Challenge Property Tax
Valuations

By David Hirt

On December 15, 2021, the Ohio Senate passed its version of House Bill 126 (which proposed to modify
the procedure when a school district challenges a property tax valuation). Instead of merely modifying the
procedure to challenge a property tax valuation, Substitute House Bill 126 as passed by the Senate
prohibits a school district from initiating such a challenge. The Senate amendment still allows a school
district to file a counterclaim in the event a property owner initiates an action to reduce a tax valuation. Sub.
H.B. 126, however, prohibits a board of education from appealing a decision of the board of revision to the
board of tax appeals.

The Senate amendment now goes back to the House for its review and vote. The House is not scheduled
to return to session until January 19, 2022, so Board members and administrators still have time to contact
their legislators to express their opinion of the Senate amendment.

If the Senate amendment to HB 126 is accepted by the House, and the revised Bill is signed into law by
the Governor, school districts will be prohibited from initiating actions to challenge property tax valuations
and, if the district responds to a property owner’s complaint, will be prohibited from appealing a decision of
the board of revision to the board of tax appeals. School districts will need to remain vigilant to attempts by
property owners to reduce valuations and should consider filing counterclaims when appropriate.

If you would like more information about the status of HB 126 and the effects should it become law, please
contact any of the listed Roetzel attorneys.

Aretta Bernard

Doug Spiker 330.849.6630 | abernard@ralaw.com
Practice Group Manager

Employment Services Michael Brohman
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This alert is informational only and should not be construed as legal advice. ©2021 Roetzel & Andress LPA. All rights reserved. For
more information, please contact Roetzel's Marketing Department at 330.762.7725
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